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Four States (Versions) of Hobbes’ Leviathan “Head” Edition (1651).
Hiroshi KAWAMATA

Summary

The Nihon University College of Law Library has six copies of the first edition of Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan
published in 1651. These include two copies of the “Head” ed. (Hq, Hr), two copies of the “Bear” ed. (Bs, Bt), and two

copies of the “Ornaments” ed. (Ou, Ov). At this time, I have collated the following “Head” editions of Leviathan:

(1) Hq (College of Law Library, Nihon University)

(2) Hr (College of Law Library, Nihon University)

(3) Tokyo University’s Leviathan (PDF)

(4) Reprint (Scolar press ed., 1969)

(5) Reprint (KdN, Klassiker der Nationalvkonomie ed., 1990)

The Scolar edition is distinguished from the KdN, Hq, and Hr editions because of ten different spellings or
phrasings. The Hr and Tokyo Univ. editions are the same state (version), while the others differ from them and each

other in various ways. In conclusion, there are at least four states (versions) of the Leviathan “Head” edition (1651).



