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[Part II, Section 2]

PRINCIPLE OF LEGISLATION

II. 2.9

And although we admit that able-bodied persons in the receipt of out-door allowances and partial relief, may be, and in

some cases are, placed in a condition less eligible than that of the independent labourer of the lowest class; yet to
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persons so situated, relief in a well-regulated workhouse would not be a hardship: and even if it be, in some rare cases,
a hardship, it appears from the evidence that it is a hardship to which the good of society requires the applicant to
submit. The express or implied ground of his application is, that he is in danger of perishing from want. Requesting to
be rescued from that danger out of the property of others, he must accept assistance on the terms, whatever they may
be, which the common welfare requires. The bane of all pauper legislation has been the legislating for extreme cases.
Every exception, every violation of the general rule to meet a real case of unusual hardship, lets in a whole class of
fraudulent cases, by which that rule must in time be destroyed. Where cases of real hardship occur, the remedy must be
applied by individual charity, a virtue for which no system of compulsory relief can be or ought to be a substitute.

Copy of the Report Made in 1834 by the Commissioners for Inquiring into the Administration and Practical Operation of

the Poor Laws
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