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Art. VI. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in the said territory,
otherwise than in punishment of crimes, whereof the
party shall have been duty convicted: Provided
always, that any person escaping in the same, from
whom labour or service is lawfully claimed in any
one of the original States, such fugitive may be
lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person
claiming his or her labour or service as aforesaid.
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Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, that in all
territory ceded by France to the United States,
under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude,
not included within the limits of the state,
contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary
servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of
crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly
convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever
prohibited: Provided always, that any person
escaping into the same, from whom labour or
service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory
of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully
reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his
or her labour or service as aforesaid.
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That the Constitution, and all Laws of the United
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have
the same force and effect within the said Territory
of Nebraska as elsewhere within United States,
except the eighth section of the act preparatory to
the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved
March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which,
being inconsistent with the principle of non-
intervention by Congress with slavery in the States
and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of
eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and
meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any

Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but



to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form
and regulate their domestic institutions in their own
way, subject only to the Constitution of the United
States: Provided, That nothing herein contained
shall be construed to revive or put in force any law
or regulation which may have existed prior to the
act of sixth March, eighteen hundred and twenty,
either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or
abolishing slavery.
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